GRAND JUNCTION COMMISSION ON ARTS AND CULTURE

ARTS EDUCATION GRANT GUIDELINES, CRITERIA, & INSTRUCTIONS
The mission of the Grand Junction Commission on Arts and Culture shall be to help create a climate and conditions in Grand Junction in which the arts and culture can thrive and grow.
ARTS EDUCATION FOCUS:  The City of Grand Junction Commission on Arts and Culture will support and assist local schools in providing high quality, experienced, professional, targeted arts education by offering grants to help sponsor one-time, limited duration VISITING ARTIST programs in any schools in Grand Junction or within School District #51.
 The VISITING ARTIST may be in any artistic discipline – visual or performing arts of all types – and must be a well-qualified and professionally recognized artist with a statewide or national reputation.  The aim is to bring in a major-name visiting artist/musician/theater or dance troupe to do in depth arts training for students.
The VISITING ARTIST arts education grant program is a separate program from the Commission's annual grants to non-profit arts organizations.  Schools can only apply for a VISITING ARTIST project as described in these guidelines, through either grant program.
Deadlines:  For grants in 2011, the deadline to submit a grant application is 5pm, Friday, March 11, 2011, available www.gjarts.org. The project must be take place between April 1, 2011 and February 28, 2012.
The project should aim to accomplish the following arts education goals:
GOALS
1.  Develop a broad and diverse audience base for the arts through arts education.

2.  Include arts education, in all artistic disciplines, in the lives of our children.

3.  Encourage cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships within the arts education community.

4.  Build support for arts education among policy makers and the community.

5.  Include the arts in local efforts to improve student achievement and address Colorado Model Content Standards.
REQUIREMENTS
1.  The Visiting Artist project/workshop/residency may take place in one or more schools (the more collaborative the better) and at least one of the schools involved should be located within the city limits of Grand Junction because city tax dollars fund these grants.  
2.  The project must be take place between April 1, 2011 and February 28, 2012.

3.  Schools must submit an application as outlined by the Commission by March 12, 2012.
4.  The VISITING ARTIST grants may not be used for any existing or on-going artist-in-residence programs at area schools.
5.  Applicant schools must have been offering classes for a minimum of one full school year.
6.  Grants will be awarded only to schools, not individuals or organizations, one grant per school.  

7.  The program must be consistent with Colorado Model Content Standards.

8.  Schools awarded a grant may not, in subsequent years, apply for a visiting artist artist-in-residency in the same artistic discipline for which a grant has already been given.
9.  Schools awarded a grant must submit a final report following completion of the project, or will forfeit all consideration of future funding from the Commission (report form on website).
APPLICATION REVIEW CRITERIA

1.  The artistic merit of the proposal, the artistic excellence and professional credentials of the selected artist(s), and the artist’s prior teaching experience and expertise.

2.  The administrative capability of the applicant school(s) to complete the project.

3.  The educational benefit of the proposal to the students and the school, the alignment of the proposed project with school curriculum and Colorado Model Content Standards, and the relevant resources and/or training which the artist residency will provide to the school(s).

4.  The appropriateness of the proposed budget for the project.

5.  The level of the school’s involvement, volunteer participation, financial or in-kind contributions, and proposed publicity/marketing of the project.
APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS
1.  The one-page application form (on website) and two-page proposal narrative must be typed.
2.  Answer all questions on the application form within the space provided; fill in every line.

3.  Submit one unbound application packet and keep a copy for your records.

4.  Submit only one application/project per visiting artist and per school or group of schools.
5.  If the project involves more than one school, the lead school should complete the application and proposal narrative but must include a letter of intent to participate from any other schools.

6.  APPLICATION DEADLINE:  Applications must be received by 5p.m. Friday, March 12, 2010.  This is not a postmark deadline.
7.  Mail, e-mail, or deliver to: (no faxes) GJ Commission on Arts & Culture, 1340 Gunnison Avenue, Grand Junction, CO 81501   (Parks office in Lincoln Park)  allisons@gjcity.org
REQUIRED APPLICATION DOCUMENTS
1.  APPLICATION FORM:  Filled out in full and signed by the principal.  Use only one page.
2.  PROPOSAL NARRATIVE:  In a separate one-page or two-page document, describe the proposed VISITING ARTIST project, including any participating artist’s or artists' resume, experience, and qualifications. Use only two pages.  In your narrative, please address the issues listed in the Application Review Criteria:
1. The artistic merit of the proposal, the artistic excellence and professional credentials of the selected artist(s), and the artist’s prior teaching experience and expertise.

2. The administrative capability of the applicant school(s) to complete the project.

3. The educational benefit of the proposal to the students and the school, the alignment of the proposed project with school curriculum and Colorado Model Content Standards, and the relevant resources and/or training which the artist residency will provide to the school(s).

4. The appropriateness of the proposed budget for the project.

5. The level of the school’s involvement, volunteer participation, financial or in-kind contributions, and proposed publicity/marketing of the project.
