City of Grand Junction Commission on Arts and Culture
Arts and Cultural Events/Projects/Programs Reinvestment and Recovery Grants

MISSION:  The mission of the Grand Junction Commission on Arts and Culture shall be to help create and nurture a climate and conditions in Grand Junction in which the arts and culture can thrive and grow.

VISION:  Grand Junction is recognized as a place where people live and visit because arts and culture are a major attraction and an important element in the quality of life of the community.

The award of grants each year is intended to accomplish the following Commission goals and objectives:

GOALS:  (in order of priority)
1.  Creation and preservation of jobs for artists in all creative fields and/or those working for arts and cultural organizations.
2.  Develop a broad and diverse audience base for the arts and broad community benefit.
3.  Encourage cooperation, collaboration, and partnerships within the local arts community.
4.  Support programs reflective of Grand Junction's diverse cultural heritage.
5.  Increase the artistic, management, and marketing capabilities of local arts organizations.

OBJECTIVES:
1.  Encourage artistic excellence and support the highest quality art and artistry.
2.  Increase arts activities and enhance cultural amenities by encouraging new projects and programs, new festivals, cultural tourism activities, organizations, and artistic endeavors.
3.  Encourage projects which educate the public about the art form.
4.  Increase opportunities for Grand Junction artists and organizations to perform, present, and exhibit.
5.  Foster the development of fundraising and marketing capabilities for new, emerging organizations and events.

APPLICATION REVIEW CRITERIA:
1.  The artistic merit and quality of the project demonstrating diversity, innovation and interdisciplinary collaboration.
2.  The artistic and administrative capability of the applicant to complete the project.
3.  The significance, impact, or educational benefit of the proposal to the community.
4.  The appropriateness of the proposed budget.
5.  The level of community involvement, volunteer participation, and/or financial contributions.

REQUIREMENTS:
1.  The applicant must be located in Colorado. Priority may be given to Mesa County organizations utilizing     Mesa County artists.
2.  The event/project/program must take place in Grand Junction and must happen between
March 1, 2012 and March 1, 2013.
3. The total request for funding may not exceed $4000.
4.  The applicant will submit a complete and timely proposal in a format outlined by the Commission, and make a presentation about the proposal to the Commission.
5.  Grants will be awarded only to non-profit organizations or agencies, not individuals.  Organizations are not required to have 501(c)(3) status but must be a corporation in good standing with the Colo. Sect. of State (or pending) and meet federal 501(c)(3) requirements (www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p557.pdf).
6.  Each organization may submit only one grant request, however, an organization may submit a second application for a project which involves other nonprofit organizations as equal partners and is clearly intended to be a broad-based collaborative venture (Letters of intent to participate from all partner organizations must be included with application.)
7.  The applicant will submit a complete and timely report following completion of the project, or will forfeit consideration of future funding from the Commission for a two year period.

WHAT THE COMMISSION DOES NOT FUND:
1.  Scholarships or prizes of any kind
2.  Non-arts related fundraisers or projects aimed at raising money
3.  Capitol expenditures or equipment purchases over $1,500
4.  Projects intended to fund only general operating expenditures
5.  Projects intended to reduce previously incurred deficits

CONFLICT OF INTEREST STATEMENT
The Commission on Arts and Culture resolves that its members should avoid any action which could possibly be interpreted as a use of Commission membership to further the Commission member’s own interest or that of any organization with which the member is affiliated.

In order to avoid any possible conflict of interest, or the appearance of any conflict of interest:

1.  No Commission member shall be a member or the spouse of a member of the governing board or an employee of any local arts or cultural organization. (City of Grand Junction Resolution No. 44-89 Creating the Grand Junction Arts Commission).  This shall not prohibit any Commission member from being a general member or patron of any local arts and cultural organizations.

2.  No Commission member shall submit an application for funding for personal funding or for any organization with which h/she is affiliated, but the organization is not, however, disqualified from submitting such an application.

3.  Commission members should strive to avoid a bias toward a particular artistic discipline, institution, or geographic area. 

4.  A Commission member shall refrain from advocating for and shall abstain from voting on any application from an organization with which he/she is directly affiliated, although this shall not apply to organizations of which he/she is a general member or patron.

5.  No Commission member shall receive any benefit or remuneration whatsoever in exchange for his/her taking action as a member of the Commission, except for reimbursement of any necessary and actual expenses he/she may incur.
